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 8501 Garfield Ave., Lonsdale, MN  55046                               www.trondhjempreservation.org 

Winter Concert at  

Historic Trondhjem Church 
 

Sunday February, 17th 

2:00 p.m. 
 

Our winter concert will feature the Gloryland Gospel Band.  They be-

gan as a small group  in 1998 and today they are comprised of 15 

highly talented musicians hailing from the Twin Cities. 

They have performed at the Minnesota State Fair, Mall of America, 

American Swedish Institute, Veterans Hospital and a national appear-

ance on Garrison Keillors’ Prairie Home Companion Radio Show. 

 

Gloryland Gospel singers blend their backgrounds of Rock n’ Roll, 

Country & Bluegrass along with their high energy as they sing familiar 

hymns such as I’ll Fly Away, Just A Closer Walk, Peace In The Valley 

and many, many more! 

 

Join us for this high energy enthusiastic and “toe-tapping sparkle and 

inspirational” performance.   

  

Ticket are available at $15.00 from: 

 Ramona Pumper (612-554-9252)  
 Any TCPS board members 
 Personal Touch Office Services  
 307 Division Street, Northfield,  MN  55057 
 Telephone:  507-645-8811.   
 Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm.  
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 From the President 

As the new President of TCPS I 

would like to start by first 

thanking Merle Fossum for his 

outstanding leadership over the 

past several years.  The time, 

energy and ideas he  contributed 

have been instrumental in the 

restoration and preservation 

projects and events that are the 

cornerstone of TCPS.  We will 

miss him as part of the Board, 

but are very happy that he will remain an active 

member of TCPS, serving on a couple of 

committees.  

We have had three events since our last newsletter.  

On May 20th, we had our Syttende Mai celebration 

with entertainment by a singing comedy duo, “Tina 

and Lena”.  The event was a lot of fun and was well 

attended.  Lunch was served, including many 

Norwegian goodies. 

On Sunday, July 29th we held our annual Ice Cream 

Social and Bake Sale.  The weather didn’t look very 

promising in the morning, but the sun appeared at 

noon and we ended up with a nice day.  We had 

another good turnout for this event. All who attended 

enjoyed the gathering as well as the music of Cheryl 

and Company and the wonderful homemade pies. 

Our most recent event was a new one.  On September 

23rd TCPS hosted a “Cemetery Walk”, where several 

individual and family stories were highlighted 

throughout the afternoon.  The Membership and 

Fundraising committee organized the Walk, and put 

many hours into research and preparation.  A special 

thank-you goes out to Joyce Fossum Pflaum for 

sharing her personal knowledge of so many of the 

stories that were told, and to John Lindell for his 
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work on the posters and site markers.  We had a lot of 

good feedback on this event from those who 

attended.  It was an interesting and enjoyable 

afternoon! 

The next event coming up is on February 17, 2013, 

when we will have our Winter Concert featuring the 

Gloryland Singers.  We hope to see everyone there! 

We really appreciate everyone who comes to the 

TCPS events on a regular basis (or even once in a 

while).  You help ensure the continued work of 

preserving the Old Church and its history. This spring 

and summer we’ve seen some new people coming 

out and getting involved as well, and that’s exciting!  

We always welcome extra help and think it’s great to 

see the next generation getting involved and sharing 

new ideas. 

In June we lost Mille Johnson, who was one of our 

long-time and very dedicated Board members, and 

also a good friend to so many of us.  She was an 

inspiration to all who knew her and we continue to 

miss her presence at meetings and at our different 

celebrations and events.  Millie’s position on the 

Board is still open; if anyone is interested in 

participating, please contact any of the Board 

members.  While Millie’s “shoes” are big ones to fill, 

we always look forward to working with new people, 

too. 

It’s been another great year of activity at The Old 

Trondhjem Church so far (including several private 

events – baptisms, family reunions, weddings) and I 

am encouraged and excited as I think about our plans 

for the upcoming months and year.  Wishing 

everyone a blessed holiday season – hope to see you 

at the Winter Concert in February! 
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 Webster Township Telephone History 

We all know the telephone was invented by 

Alexander Graham Bell.  In 1876 he patented a 

device that sent speech along wires.  In early 

telephones the current was generated by a 

battery.  Connections between telephones were made 

manually by operators working at switchboards 

located in central switching offices. 

There were several telephone companies in the 

Webster area. 

 

THE STAR TELEPHONE COMPANY: 

The first annual meeting of the 

Star Telephone Company was 

held in January 1904 in New 

Market, and a board was 

organized at that time. Those 

officers elected were: Henry 

Sprain, President; A. Sanford, 

Manager; Mr. Welter, Vice Pres.; 

S. Mueller, Secretary; and Mr. 

Berg, Director. 

On October 31, 1905 the Northfield News reported 

that "Ralph Richards, Norman Miller and Almer 

Blocker, the Star lineman,  were working in the 

Webster community.  They informed the newspaper 

that, "they were having serious difficulties, stating 

that the present week was one noted for such, which 

will be long remembered. They didn't tell the nature 

of the difficulties but one can imagine getting the 

poles in the ground and the lines attached was not an 

easy accomplishment.  We don't know how many 

telephones were placed in Webster but in December 

1905, the Northfield News reported six telephones 

had been placed in businesses in Lonsdale.  By 1913 

John Hille was doing repair work for the Star 

Telephone Company. 

The first Star switchboard was in Sprain's store in 

Webster and Mrs. Louisa Sprain was the operator. 

The rules printed in 1908 were as follows: 

 Always call by number. 

 Do not visit with the operator. 

 Don't listen, don't have the receiver off from the 

hook. 

 Don't use profane language over the phone. 

 Don't call during a thunderstorm. 

 All rentals are payable in advance; unless paid 

within 3 months time, service will be 

discontinued. 

THE WEBSTER FARMERS’ CO-0P TELEPHONE 

COMPANY: 

One year after the Star Telephone Company 

organized, the Northfield News, on October 21, 1905, 

reported:  “At the Farmers’ Telephone meeting in the 

Meinke Brother's store building (in Webster) 

Thursday evening of last week the following 

temporary directors were elected: G. Branes, Ed 

Bergh, Gilbert Kasa, Fred Dodes, Andrew Kinsella, 

Henry Meinke, and A. C. Meinke.  These men are to 

go out and get subscribers for the Farmers’ 

Telephone Co. and as soon as a sufficient number is 

secured, building will at once begin.” 

And go out and sell they did - to 120 

stockholders.  They paid $25.00 per share plus they 

were expected to help haul poles and build lines. The 

telephone subscription was $4.00 per year and they 

had to purchase their own telephones and 

batteries.  The subscription soon increased to $12.00 

per year and extended to Lonsdale, New Market and 

Elko. 

In August of 1924 the entire south end of the Star 

Telephone Company was sold to Webster Farmers’ 

Co-op Telephone exchange, this included 300 phones 

and 100 miles of wire and encompassed the towns of 

New Market, Lonsdale, Elko and Webster.  Nearly 

$10,000 dollars was paid. 

The first switchboard for the Webster Farmers’ 

Telephone company was in the Meinke Brothers 

building and the operator was Miss Pauline Meinke. 

The switchboard was later located in the Louis 

Meinke home where Miss Hulda Meinke was the 

primary operator and her mother was the relief 

operator.  Emil Meinke, son of Louis Meinke, told us 

that they attached bells upstairs in the sleeping 

quarters and if a call would come into the switchboard 

during the night the bells would start jingling and one 

of the operators would run downstairs to put the call 

through.  The next home for the switchboard was at 

the Dodes home. 

In 1918 the manual switchboard was installed in the 

Arndt Jacobson home in Webster.  Arndt's daughter, 

Helen, eventually became the main operator, but her 

father, Arndt, Helen's sisters, Agnes and Selma, and 

her brother, Richard all put in time handling phone 

calls in Webster. The switchboard was in this home 

until Webster converted to the dial telephone system 

in 1953.  
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 The Future of Our History 

December 24th, 11:00PM 

Trondhjem Lutheran Church will celebrate Christmas Eve at the historic church with an 

11:00pm worship service. There will be special music, singing of  carols, traditional candle 

lights and Holy Communion. 

Trondhjem Lutheran Church invites you to share Christmas with them at this special worship 

service. 

Christmas Eve Worship 

 “Who will care for the old church when 

you no longer can?” 

That’s a question I’ve been asked several times. And 

many other active members and volunteers of Old 

Trondhjem have faced the same question. It’s a real 

concern.  I suppose we all think about it and we have 

touched on it many times at our annual board and 

committee retreats.  

Together we rallied support and restored the 

historic church at great cost and have kept pace with 

our ongoing expenses for the last 24 years. That was 

done with hundreds of donations, regular fund raising 

events, bake sales, concerts and celebrations. Many 

people spent days in their kitchens cook-

ing Norwegian foods to donate. Other vol-

unteers collected photographs and filed 

them for our museum.  Many volunteers 

contributed by creating our bi-annual 

newsletters over the years, working in the 

museum, and helping to staff our events.  

A few people gave large financial contributions that 

gave a big boost to our restoration project. Who will 

do that for the next 24 years and beyond? 

 Here’s my answer in several parts. First is 

that caring for this place is something like a relay 

race. The Norwegian immigrant farmers of 

Trondhjem, Minnesota who first built and loved this 

place of worship 134 years ago, started us on this 

path but they could only carry the baton so far. They 

created something special that the Minnesota Historic 

Architect, Charlie Nelson, called “a state treasure.” 

And ever since the beginning, the sons and daughters 

and many other interested people carried the baton 

for their part of the journey. That’s what those of us 

who are now working are doing. I know that workers 

and contributors in the past wondered who would rise 

up to carry the baton in the future with their talents 

and financial contributions… and people always 

have. 

 The second part of my answer that as time 

goes on, this beloved old church becomes more treas-

ured, more valuable, not less. Like a family heir-

loom, an antique immigrant trunk, or a clock that 

great grandfather owned, it becomes more valued as 

the generations pass. We continue to have new peo-

ple, new generations getting involved and generously 

contributing to the ongoing work of the old church 

and the history it represents.  They are picking up the 

baton. 

 The third answer to this question is 

that it’s not only like a relay race. We can 

also leap forward and endow the future 

needs of historic Trondhjem by our finan-

cial gifts today. Membership in TCPS is 

no longer made up of a Lutheran congre-

gation that meets here every Sunday for 

services. Now we have members all across Minneso-

ta and extending nationally to both coasts. All of us 

make contributions when we can or when we think of 

it. But we need more than that. So my suggestion is 

that you think about how you can help care for the 

historic church in the future when you are no longer 

physically able. You can include this treasure in your 

estate plan and name the Trondhjem Preservation 

Society in your will.  Another possibility is to make a 

significant tax deductible contribution to the Capital 

Campaign. Please consider taking a leap forward to 

lighten the burden of the future with your gifts today. 

 

Submitted by Merle Fossum,  

Membership and Finance Committee 
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Trondhjem Store 

Cemetery Walk 

In the 19th century the Trondhjem Store stood in the village of Trondhjem. Now the Trondhjem Community 

Preservation Society has opened a little store filled with unique and wonderful items.  We are featuring a 

Christmas ornament dated 2011.  

 Available for purchase are: 

 Trondhjem Christmas Ornaments   $10.00 

 TCPS Mugs      $10.00 

 Norwegian Flag Pins     $4.00 

 Trondhjem Notecards     6 for $6.00 or 12 for $10.00 

 DVD of Winter Concert 2011    $10.00— “Janet and Friends” 

 Small Flags      $2.00— American Flags and Norwegian Flags 

 Trondhjem Ladies Aid Cookbook from 1978  $15.00—includes recipes for Norwegian goodies 

 Photos of church 

Items can be purchased at Old Trondhjem Church or at Personal Touch Office Services, 307 Division Street, 

Northfield, MN  - telephone:  507-645-8811.  Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm.  

These would make treasured Christmas gifts!  

On a sunny Sunday afternoon in September, the 

TCPS held its first Cemetery Walk, sponsored by the 

Membership and Museum Committees.  It was a 

unique opportunity to involve many volunteers and 

visitors in an effort to share the history of the 

cemetery and highlight the unique challenges, 

contributions and lives of at least 20 of our forbears 

from "across the road".  Our thanks to all who 

participated 

and contributed! 

Joyce Pflaum began each of the two tours with a 

history of the cemetery, from the donation of the land 

by Johannes Fossum in 1876 to its first interment in 

1877 (Thore Neilson).  Thereafter the "tourists" 

walked from site to site, hearing accounts of life and 

death told by dozens of wonderful volunteers who 

agreed to stand in to share these special 

stories.  Amund Fossum, a charter member, and his 

descendants were showcased from the Church's 

inception in 1876 to the present 

generations.  Untimely death by farm and work 

accidents were featured in the lives of George Rudy 

(1866-1901) and Merriam Hauge (1894 -1909).  The 

horrific toll taken by diseases which are no longer a 

threat but which were rampant at that time was 

shared both in story and in the educational panels 

prepared with the help of John Lindell. We came to 

understand Ole and Berte Hanson's devastating loss 

of 8 of their 10 children to tuberculosis- most 

between 1908 to 1909; Arnt and Oline Guttormsen's 

loss of 3 children in 1880 to diphtheria as well 

as  Edina Tharaldson's loss of 3 children to 

diphtheria in 1884 followed by her own death by a   

lightening strike in 1903. 

Descendants and volunteers also shared the lives of 

beloved lifelong Trondhjem members including 

Olga Halverson Fossum, Bennie Johnson and Anna 

Husby.  We celebrated the first marriage in this 

congregation with Daniel and Emilie Berg in 

1877.   We featured the graves of military veterans 

from Ole B. Berg (1890 to 1960, fought in WWI) to 

Albert Fossum, who died in Georgia of the 1918 

Spanish Influenza Pandemic on his way to fight in 

the European theater.  Photos from his 1918 

funeral  and the historical context for funerals of that 

time were also featured in a display panel.  An early 

son of this congregation, Paul Berg was installed as 

a pastor in 1892, and is buried here as well.  And 

lastly, we featured the difficult life of privation and 

loss of Thea Lavanger Halverson and the singular, 

lonely life and death in 1934 of "the hired man" Ole 

Luken. 

The strength, resourcefulness and faith of all of these 

individuals together with their commitment to 

Trondhjem Church and their community is an 

important a backdrop for their unique lives.  We 

were honored to share their stories.  

callto:+1866-1901
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 Fall Memories 

Fall is the favorite time of year for many people -- 

"when autumn leaves began to fall". 

Today, as I write, the temperature was in the 70's, 

the sun was shining, there was just a slight breeze to 

keep the bugs away, and just a few leaves were 

falling.  The trees were close to their peak in 

 color. A perfect day! 

 

I was reminded of the "near perfect" fall days when I 

was in school. School had just started a new year 

after a leisurely summer.  There were no organized 

summer activities to keep us busy.  Our parents kept 

us busy with lawn mowing, weeding the garden, 

washing windows, and washing dishes.  Many of us 

did not have sink facilities made for dish washing. 

When the meal was over out would come two pans, 

one for washing the dishes and one for rinsing the 

dishes.   Usually a large teakettle was heating water 

to a boiling point while we were eating.  Half of the 

water was put in the dish washing pan, along with 

some cold water, and soap --- 

probably powdered Oxydol. It took 

two people (kids) to do the dishes. 

one to wash and one to wipe the 

dishes and put them in the 

cupboard. 

 

Anyway it was good to get back to 

school just before fall began.  We 

were soon acquainted with our 

books and routine for the new school year. In first 

and second grades we had the "Dick and Jane" series 

for reading.  Third grade really got us into 

"'rithmetic.  Fourth grade introduced us to history. 

and my favorite text book of all my school years -- 

"Gopher Tales", a book of Minnesota 

History.  Grades 6, 7 and 8 gave us the more 

difficult versions of geography, history, language, 

and arithmetic. We did not know what "Math" 

was. We spent at least ten minutes every Friday 

practicing our penmanship. The weather was nice 

enough so we could play ball at noon break.  We had 

a recess both in the morning and afternoon, but that 

time was too short for a ball game.  The younger 

elementary pupils spent recess swinging or playing 

on the "teeter-totter".  Remember we were in the one

-room school house.  The older students (about 

grades 4 through 8) usually spent their time playing 

"Annie-Annie-I-Over", a game where a group of kids 

were on each side of the school house; one team 

would throw a softball over the school to the other 

team.  The team throwing the ball would call out 

"Annie-Annie-I-Over" as they threw the ball.  If the 

ball came rolling back down the roof to the team 

throwing it, they would have to yell "Pigs Tail" to the 

other team letting them know they were going to try 

again.  They had 3 chances to get it over the 

school.  If they did not get it over in 3 throws,  they 

had to give the ball to the other team to throw 

it.  When the ball was thrown over and caught by the 

other team, that team would run around the school 

and try to "tag" one person with the ball.  The person 

tagged would then become a member of the team 

that tagged them.   When the school bell rang, and 

recess was over, the team with the most players 

would be the winner. 

 

We would have an hour for lunch break.  First we all 

had to line up and take turns 

washing our hands.  This consisted 

of pouring a dipper of water in a 

wash basin, use a shared bar of soap 

to wash, pour our used water into a 

metal pail, and wiping our hands on 

a long cotton cloth towel that was 

hanging on a dowel.  Someone 

would have the duty for the week to 

get water from the neighbors water 

pump, and another person's duty would be to carry 

the pail of "used" water outside and empty it. We 

never heard of paper towels or liquid hand soap!  The 

lucky kids had "real" lunch buckets they had bought 

in a store. 

 

 

Some of the "pupils" used syrup pails as lunch 

buckets.  Lunches consisted of homemade bread jelly 

sandwiches, and cake or cookies. Maybe there was 

an apple.  No fancy purchased treats or bags of 

potato chips.  Notice we were known as "school 

pupils", not as students.  We had to eat fast so we 

would have time for a ball game of "work-up" during 

the noon break.  If the girls used the "out house" 

during noon hour, the boys were probably ready to 

drop a snake through a knothole in the back of the 

"privvy". 

Fall Memories cont…  
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Recipe Corner 

I chose to share with you a recipe submitted to the 

1978 Trondhjem Cookbook by Ruby Sannes. 

A reprint of this book is available in our "Trondhjem 

Store". 

 

SOT SUPPE  

(Sweet Soup or Fruit Sauce) 

 

1/2 c. minute tapioca            

1 stick cinnamon 

2 1/2 c. water                     1 c. currants 

1/2 tsp. salt                        1 c. seedless raisins 

1 T. vinegar                        1 c. stoned prunes 

1 c. sugar                           1 c. chopped apples 

2 c. grape juice 

 

Add tapioca to boiling water, stirring 

frequently.  Add rest of ingredients except 

grape juice and boil until fruit is 

tender.  When soup is done add grape juice 

and heat.  Stir often as the mixture 

scorches easily.  Serve with rusks.  May be 

served cold as a dessert garnished with 

whipped cream and chopped nuts. 

 

 

RULLE POLSE 
Here is a recipe from any Norwegian Grandma's 

recipe box! 

 

2 Lbs. Beef Flank, sliced thin 

Chopped onion 

1 tsp. Salt 

1/4 tsp. Pepper 

1/4 tsp. Allspice 

 

Pound steak to 1/2 inch thick, or thinner.  Cover meat 

with finely chopped onion, salt, pepper, and allspice. 

Roll up like a jellyroll,, stitch up tightly, or tie firmly 

with a heavy cord wrapped around roll several 

times.  Place meat in a kettle of boiling salted 

water.  Simmer slowly until meat is tender.  When 

cold, slice thin and serve on open-face sandwiches. 

 

Please submit your recipe to be placed in a 

future newsletter by mailing it to my 

attention at the Newsletter address, or you 

may bring it to any of our sponsored 

events and give it to me or a board 

member.  

 

Submitted by Joyce Pflaum 

Fall Memories cont…  

 

After our day at school ended we would head for 

home.  In the fall it was fun to get home.  Everyone 

had rakes in a shed.  It was fun to rake the leaves.  I 

can hear the "scrunch, scrunch" sound of the dry 

leaves now.  We would rake the leaves into a large 

pile in an area off of the lawn.  We would run 

through the piles, or jump into the piles with the dog 

on our heels.  He enjoyed this activity, too.  When 

Dad had time, he would burn the leaves, and if we 

were lucky, mom would have a package of 

marshmallows that we could roast.   But first we had 

to sharpen the point of a long stick to use for roasting 

the marshmallows. Sometimes it was just our family 

enjoying this treat, but living in the small town of 

Webster, it was likely our friends would show up to 

Fall Memories 

join in the fun.  Who ever heard of getting a burning 

permit, or a burning ban?  We just used common 

sense and did not burn on a windy day. 

 

And the next day it was back to school and time to 

start planning for a small Halloween party.  And then 

there was Thanksgiving to look forward to. And the 

first snow and sliding down the hill in the 

pasture.  And soon it was the big Christmas Program, 

and all the small siblings and parents came to sit in 

desks that were too small for them, and watch the 

program. And then it was Christmas vacation.   And, 

so it went, and before we knew it another school year 

was over, and we had passed to the next 

grade.    And another summer was waiting for us.  

 

Submitted by Joyce Fossum Pflaum 
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 Three Neighbors, Three Daughters, Many Tears 

You can help us in a number of ways. 
 

Please consider becoming a member of our museum 

committee.  We can use men, women, and young 

people.  You do not have to have prior experience as 

we will give you "on the Job" training.  We have lost 

several good people in recent years.  Edie Peterson 

moved away.  Orv Peterson, Carol Johnson, and 

Millie Johnson are also no longer with us. We meet 

the third Thursday of each month except December. 

We need someone with computer skills, and someone 

to help with filing.  All you need is an interest in 

maintaining the area history.  You may call Joyce at 

651-423-5857, or visit with any museum committee 

member at one of our events.  Bring your spouse or 

friend with you as we can use about three people.   If 

you aren't sure if you would like it, come and visit us 

on a third Thursday from 9:30 am til 2:00 pm. and try 

it for a day! 

 

Can you help us locate more photographs?  We 

have many photos but we would like to locate more. 

We always appreciate original photos or copies that 

given to us, but we can also scan photos and give 

your original back to you.  Examples of photos that 

we need are UNION LAKE photos, such as the 

pavilion, store, social activities that took place at the 

lake, the sawmills that were located there, or any 

other photo you may have.   These are needed soon. 

Photos of the VILLAGES of Webster, Little 

Chicago, Hazelwood, Wheatland or any other area 

village, their businesses, churches, schools, families, 

home activities, social events, war 

veterans, etc., are also needed. 
 

ANOTHER WAY TO HELP! 

Provide us with your family history, family stories, or 

neighborhood stories so that we can keep them in our 

files for reference material and to maintain the area 

history.  Go through your pictures now and see what 

treasures you have.  And be sure to tell your children 

not to throw them out without checking with us to see 

if we would like to maintain them for history.  In this 

way they become permanently available for extended 

family members to come to the TCPS museum and 

research their family history. 

We Need Your Help 

We recently held a successful Trondhjem Cemetery 

Walk.  This gave us a chance to learn about some of 

the people that are buried in the cemetery.  We could 

not feature everyone, so we selected those who had 

different types of stories to tell - some were sad, 

some taught us about disease and epidemics, some 

had veterans stories to tell, and some were interesting 

personalities.  This left me thinking about 3 young 

girls who were friends in 1919.  Only one is buried in 

Trondhjem but the others were a part of the area 

community. 

The first girl I want to tell you about is Marion. 

 Marion Peterson, a one year old daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Tom Peterson died in 1919 at her home from 

dysentery following whooping cough.  The funeral 

was held from the Danish church in Northfield.  The 

pall bearers were Ada Quinnell, Esther and Myrtle 

Johnson, and Mary Hruza. 

The second girl is Ada, one of the pallbearers for 

Marion.  Ada Quinnell, born March 9, 1909, was the 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Quinnell. She died 

May 8, 1923 of peritonitis.  She was a freshman at 

Northfield High School and was to have been 

confirmed at St. John's church on May 27.   She had 

been looking forward to that day and had selected 

the dress she would wear for confirmation.  With its 

sad significance, that dress was instead worn for her 

burial. 

The third girl is Esther, another one of the 

pallbearers for Marion. Esther Johnson was born 

January 4, 1908 to Mr. and Mrs. Louis Johnson. She 

died at age 18 at the Mineral Springs Sanatorium in 

Cannon Falls on May  18, 1926 after a year's illness. 

 Her funeral was held at the Trondhjem church. 

Pallbearers were Leif and Raymond Fossum, Oliver 

and William Quinnell (brothers of Ada), Alfred 

Docken, and Alfred Thornby. 

So, we have a story of three neighborhood friends 

whose families shared more than a close neighborly 

friendship, they shared each other's grief in the 

deaths of their daughters. 

Subbmitted by Joyce Fossum Pflaum 

tel:651-423-5857
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 News from the Past 

FROM THE 1890 CHURCH MINUTES 
Translated by Norman Vinnes 

MAY 16 ---Resolved that there is built a (fire-Proof) 

chimney by the eastern gable on the Church starting 

4-6 feet under the Roof and up to a usual height over 

the same, with the understanding that by building 

such, the Church gets insurance.  To the Committee 

to subscribe money (raise funds) and to get the work 

done and have supervision of the same were appoint-

ed E. Taraldsen, Amund Fossum and L. Brattlie. The 

work should be done close to the coming 1st of Octo-

ber. 

DECEMBER 1 ---  The Committee for the building 

of the Masonry chimney reported that after all the 

Materials were purchased, and the work paid, there 

was the following in the Treasury: 35 cents. 

 

 

NEWS OF THE AREA 

Northfield News 

Trondhjem News Column 

August 1918  

Mrs. O. Walstad received word from her son, Thom-

as, last week that he was on his way to France.  He 

left with the May contingent for Camp Lewis, Wash-

ington.  Other boys represented on the service flag in 

Trondhjem church are Ole Berg and William Fos-

sum, both "over there", Hans Lockrem, Camp Lewis, 

Washington, Gust Lockrem, Camp Wadsworth, S.C., 

Arnold Quinnell, now home and attending Dun-

woody Institute, and Knute Haugen, Camp    

Robinson, Wis. 

October1918 

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Anseth have moved into their 

new home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Olaf Hanson and family visited with 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Tharalson Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Fossum and family from Bow-

man, N.D. have taken up their residence on the L. O. 

Hauge farm which they have rented for the coming 

year. 

Miss Edna Chesness, who enlisted in the Students' 

Nurses reserve, has received orders to report at 

Camp Custer, Battle Creek, Mich. 

 

November 1918 

The East ward of the Trondhjem Ladies Aid had a 

sale and grab-bag and dinner on Thanksgiving Day 

at the home of Tom Peterson. 

Webster Election:  The results of the election in the 

town (township) of Webster were as follows: 

 Supervisor, Knute Leidal; treasurer, Dan Eylward; 

clerk, Olaf Docken; assessor, P. E. Johnson; consta-

ble, Andrew Thornby and Louis Gusse;  justice of the 

peace, J.K. Johnson and Louis Bartel. 

 

March,1919 

Mrs. Ingeborg Rudy, an old resident in the vicinity of 

Union Lake, died March 13,  1919, at the age of 85. 

 Funeral services were held at Trondhjem.  Mrs Rudy 

was born in Vang, Valders, Norway.  She is survived 

by two sons, Knut and Andrew, with whom she made 

her home, and one daughter, Mrs. Descamps.  

 

Technology 

Electronic Newsletter  
Would you like to receive your Old Trondhjem 

Church Newsletter and other notices by email?  

You can help save on postage and the environment! 

To sign up for a pdf email version, send an email to 

kim.smisek@gmail.com. 

 

We’re on the Web!  Visit us at 

www.trondhjempreservation.org 

and check out the “Old Trondhjem 

Church” Fan Page on facebook.com. 
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 Support TCPS 

Donations   May-October 2012 

Capital Campaign & General Donations 

George & Judith Pinc 

Berit Anfinson 

Hazel Peterson 

Dallas & Millie Berg 

Bonnie Gretz 

Evelyn Horwath 

Nancy Halverson 

Erling & Joyce Kindem 

John & Tracy Fossum 

Lyla Arneson 

Karen Johnson 

Sandra Offerdahl 

Kay Costa 

Gerald & Mary Ann Cleland 

Lavonne Horejsi 

Sondra Berg Jensen 

Reuben & Arlet Kvidt 

Jenna Eckholm 

Paul Fligge 

Hazel Peterson 

Dorothy Hofmeister 

Wendell & Barbara Halverson 

Bill Roadfeldt 

Brad & Deon Valek 

Caroll & Joann Hall 

Jerry Sandmann 

Val Kucera 

Jeff & Mary Jo Pflaum 

Beverly Hoel 

Lawrence Hauer 

Dale & Betty Quist 

Rein & Lorraine Lemke 

Elaine Deim 

Mary Young 

Shelby Anderson DeVries 

Steve & Sandy Lee 

Norman & Karen Vinnes 

Leonard & Elizabeth Tuma 

Warren Velenchenko 

Tim & Laurie Thorp 

Doug & Pat Fossum 

Norman & Eleanor Halverson 

Arvid & Gloria Boyum 

Joe & Lorna Docken 

Lyla Arneson 

Darrell & Arlys Wiese 

Al Thorp 

Robert & Gladys Michelsen 

Janice Rappe 

Kathleen Hagen 

Palmer & Elsie Berg 

Glen Homeier 

Honor of Bev Hussey’s 70th Birthday 

Tom & Mary Brodin 

Honor of Norman Halverson’s 90th Birthday 

Arvid & Gloria Boyum 

Joe & Lorna Docken 

 Lyla Arneson 

Darrell & Arlys Wiese 

Memory of Scott Valek 

Sandy Valek 

Memory of Gordon Halverson 

Maxine Halverson 

Memory of Duane Pflaum 

Steve & Sandra Lee 

Honor of Sherwin & Elna Hansen 
Myrlene Legros 

Memory of Orvillle Peterson 

Edythe Peterson 

Memory of Shirley Pflaum Whitney 

Joyce Pflaum 

Memory of Adolf, Olea & Alfred Thornby 

Warren Velenchenko 

Memory of Bennie & Ida Johnson 

Delores Valek 

Memory of Eddie & Helen Halverson 

Darrell & Arlys Wiese 

Arvid & Gloria Boyum 

Memory of Gordy & Barb Halverson 

Arvid & Gloria Boyum 

Memory of Percy Johnson 

Millie Johnson 

Memory of Lee Fossum 

Karin Fossum 

Memory of Parents & Grandparents 

Sherwin & Elna Hanson 

 

Memory of Edna Berg 

Dallas & Millie Berg 

Memory of Russell Anseth 

Please Give to Support TCPS 

Your gifts to the Trondhjem Community Preser-

vation Society are very important for our pro-

grams and our future.  Through your gifts we are 

able to maintain the treasure that is the historic 

church.  You enable us to continue to tell the sto-

ry of Trondhjem, both the town and the 

church.  We are able to connect the 19th century 

settlers and their descendants with all of us in the 

21st century world. 

You may designate your giving to our general 

fund for our programs and the regular upkeep of 

our building.  Or, you can designate your giving 

to our capital fund which will be used to build our 

planned Museum and Reception Center. 

Thank you for your gifts to TCPS.  

 

 

 

Have You Included TCPS  
in your Will? 

The Trondhjem Community Preservation Society 

is ready to receive bequests from people who 

treasure the memory of the historic church.  Other 

preservation groups like ours are able to fund 

their special projects because of very generous 

bequests.  We have plans for a $400,000 Museum 

and Reception Center.  While we have some 

money on hand, we do not have enough yet to 

proceed.  Even after we complete its construction, 

it will be good to have reserve funds for its 

maintenance and for the maintenance of the his-

toric church. 

You might wish to designate in your will a cer-

tain dollar amount to be given to TCPS.  Some-

one might even choose to designate a percentage 

of their estate to be given to TCPS.  The 

Trondhjem Community Preservation Society is a 

unique name and is easily stated in a will or a 

codicil to a will.  If you need help with anything 

in this regard, please be in touch. 

Thank you for your gifts to TCPS. 
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 Contributions 

Merle Fossum 

Janice Hernandez 

Honor of Merle Fossum 

Bonnie Pavek 

Sandy Valek 

Deb Simon 

Memory of Loved Ones 

Rev Gene & Margaret Heglund 

Memory of Marcella Ogroske 

Stuart & Susan Berg 

Memory of Danny, Dale & Nancy Quinnell 

Daisy Quinnell 

Memory of Floyd & Carol Johnson 

Dale & Deb Simon 

Don & Bonnie Pavek 

Honor of Millie Johnson’s 90th Birthday 

Jean Churilla 

Dawn Raadt 

Sandy Valek 

Merle & Mavis Fossum 

Al & Barb Lentsch 

Don & Bonnie Pavek 

Memory of Alfred & Alice Hostager 

Melroy & Katherine Hostager 

Memory of Millie Johnson 

The Janes Family 

John & Arlene Nelson 

Sandy Valek 

Corrine Kucera 

Marvin Oman 

Betty Quinnell 

Dick Johnson 

Richard & Bev Hussey 

Naomi Quinnell 

Dale & Deb Simon 

Donna Kasa 

Darrell & Arlys Wiese 

Reinhold & Lorraine Lemke 

Sherwin & Elna Hansen 

Susan Dailey 

Diane Chisholm 

Dallas & Millie Berg 

Don & Bonnie Pavek 

Hazel Peterson 

Ramona Pumper 

Guinevere Fausch 

Merle & Mavis Fossum 

David & Nancy Topp 

Bonnie Gretz 

Liv Hustvedt 

Dick & Roxanne Simon 

James & Martha Looft 

Karla Miller 

Helen Rockey 

Maxine Halverson 

Al & Barb Lentsch 

Joyce Pflaum 

Ronald & Lorna Anderson 

John Lindell 

Honor of Sherwin & Elna Hansen’s  

65th Wedding Anniversary 

Rev Gene & Margaret Heglund 

Darrell & Arlys Wiese 

Arvid & Gloria Boyum 

Memory of Robert Quinnell 

Michael & Mary Ann Johnson 

Memory of Lois Quinnell Linder 

Cheryl  Pentz 

Memory of Ralph, Donald & Arleigh Berg and 

Lorraine Broin 

Ardis Wilson 

Memory of Art & Bernice Sorenson 

Evonne Clay   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your contributions  

that help sustain this  

beautiful, historic treasure! 
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Old Trondhjem News 

Trondhjem Community 

Preservation Society 

PO Box 259, Lonsdale, MN  

55046 

Trondhjem Community 

Preservation Society 

NONPROFIT 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

LONSDALE, MN 

PERMIT NO. 39 

My Contribution to Help Restore Historic Trondhjem Church 

All Contributions are tax deductible. 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City, State & Zip: __________________________________________________________ 

Please Accept my Gift of  $________________ 

To be Given in Honor of: __________________________________________________ 

To be given in memory of: ___________________________________________________ 

We will gladly send an acknowledgment of  your gift to someone you choose.  Simply write 
the name and address below, of  where you would like an acknowledgement sent. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Return to Trondhjem Community Preservation Society (TCPS), PO Box 259, Lonsdale, MN 
55046.  TCPS is a 501 C3 corporation and all contributions are tax deductible. 

 8501 Garfield Ave., Lonsdale, MN  55046                                                                                www.trondhjempreservation.org 


